But, unfortunately, legal form still carries with it much of the old pride of the times when it was absolute. The necessity of this form being based as far as possible upon the results of scientific research is indeed acknowledged; but there is a tendency among lawyers to revert to general principles which are insufficiently established, and to deduce from them conclusions for particular instances. In no branch of law has this tendency more decidedly displayed itself than in that which forms the subject of this work. Such a maxim as that the law cannot take cognizance of gradations of mental disease,?one lying at the root of many of the mistakes made by lawyers in dealing with the subject of Insanity,?is unhesitatingly affirmed. Where a proposition is so unreasonable that no reason can be given in support of it, we suppose it is best to affirm it unhesitatingly.
There is a second difficulty, not so great as the preceding one, but still formidable, viz. that medico-psychology is not in so forward a state as to furnish a foundation for the construction 
